LECTUEE TWENTY-FIRST.

THE PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY OF PHILO.

IN the last lecture I said that Philo occupies a
peculiar position in the history of theology, because
he, more than any other writer, exhibits to us "the
process by which the two great streams of thought,
from Greece and from Judaea, came to unite in
one. Just at the time when Christ was teaching
in Galilee, Philo in Alexandria was using the lessons
of Greek philosophy to guide him in his interpretation
of the Old Testament. And in one sense he was
quite justified in doing so; for the development of
Jewish religion had brought it to a point of view
closely analogous to that which had been reached
by the independent movement of Greek thought;
and in the later books of the Old Testament we can
discern the elements of that spiritual and universal
conception of religion, which is found in Philo.
Philo, therefore, it might be said, was only reading
backwards into the earliest expressions of the religious